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In Conversation with Ash Amin
Thomas Aquilina
Edited by Eve Avdoulos

His work on the geographies of modern living and the ways in which
he understands cities has cast Professor Ash Amin as a distinguished
voice in the field of urban studies today. We were eager to explore this
vearss journal theme with him, discovering how he interprets duplicity as
existing in cities and its effects on architecture, infrastructure, economy
and political systems among others. These ideas served as the starting
points of this conversation. Here, he talks with Thomas Aquilina, an
editor of Scroope 25, about duph‘d{y, dualism, and deceit in the ci ty

TA: We believe the ways in which you write space are important to
urban design and architecture. What makes your work relevant to these
disciplines?

AA: I think I'm fascinated,, philosophically and analytically, by the very
close proximities between the human and the non-human within cities. I
see cities as gigantic machines and overlapping socio-technical systems.
Therefore I am keen on understanding human prospects in the city as
closely tied to the built environment. I consider the built environment as
an animated environment, as a lively environment, as full of intentionality
and as full of directionality.

What 1 am really after is having a constructed dialogue between
architecture, urban design and social theory, where one is always indexed
by the other. So urban design and architecture need to really get a sense
of the human and life outside of the world of signs and buildings, and
in turn I think the social sciences and humanities need to develop a
conversation with architecture and design. I guess its a sort of a post-
discipline that I'm after here.




Wallflowers

Alex Bernetich, Jamie FPiché Colburn
and Maria Sturchio

wall-flow-er: (noun)

1. a person who, because of shyness, unpopularity, or lack of a partner,
remains at the side at a party or dance.

2. any person, organization, etc,, that remains on or has been forced to the
sidelines of any activity.

WALLFLOWERS examines the formal specificity, scalar opportunities,
and spatial consequences of the everyday domestic wall object
Specifically, the project investigates how the additive elements typically
tacked onto a house’s interior - a telephone, a kitchen cabinet, a lighting
fixture - relate to one another and have architectural influence on the
spaces where they are used. As everyday objects are estranged, scaled, and
inhabited, they surpass their original use-values and become things that
define interior space.

Traditionally, an object ‘is nothing more than its accessibility to humans’!
An object is anything an occupant has the tools to understand and utilise
for a specific intended purpose. A faucet and its handle control the flow of
water in a sink or shower; crown moulding conceals the transition between
wall and ceiling; a smoke detector alarms in case of fire. These objects
all fulfill utilitarian functions and purposes within an architectural work
are universally recognised as vital accessories within the contemporary
domestic interior. A thing, on the other hand, seeks attention through
its tendency to remain ambiguous; it lacks codes through which one can
understand a purpose, and it acknowledges an inhabitant of space as one
who experiences rather than as one who uses* WALLFLOWERS deploys
an architectural process that defamiliarises objects until they take on a




Doppelganger Town

Artificial Urban Conflict Zones for
Military Training

Janina Schupp

A VISIT TO JEOFFRECOURT

The town of Jeoffrécourt in northeast France is located by a river, has one
train station, a hospital, supermarkets, restaurants, a playground and can
accommaodate fivethousand inhabitants, Yet, this town -comparable in
size to Barton-le-Clay in Central Bedfordshire'- is completely uninhabited.
The sound of gunshots and the dense smoke engulfing the landscape
soon reveal why: it is a simulated town entirely produced for the training
of soldiers, where they participate in a seventy-two hour exercise made
realistic through the artificial architectural authenticity.

The simulated doppelganger town of Jeoffrécourt, constructed as part of
the French urban training facility Gentre d'entrainement aux actions en
zone urbaine (CENZUB) between 2008 and 2012, represents an optimised
reality that targets the ideal training of visiting soldiers from France and
various other countries,

The town can be considered an example of the ‘absolutely fake cities’, such
as Disneyland, which Italian philosopher Umberto Eco describes in his
writings on Travels in Hyperreality® The soldier's imagination of a combat
situation, in order to adequately train physical and mental performance
and reaction -as Eco comparably explains in his analysis of hyperreality-
‘demands the real thing and, to attain it, must fabricate the absolute fake,
where the boundaries between game and illusion are blurred, the art
museum is contaminated by the freak show, and falsehood is enjoyed in a
situation of “fullness™? Accordingly, the training centre reproduces every
detail from the screams of children to grenades and smoke, creating an
intersection between combat reality and multi-media illusions.
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