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Professor CHEN Jun, President of Nanjing University
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“In this lovely spring season, on behalf of Nanjing University | am delighted to welcome our guests from the
University of Cambridge. Today, we gather together to honour the inauguration of the University of
Cambridge — Nanjing University Research Centre on Architecture and Urbanism. This Research Centre will
undertake creative and interdisciplinary research on contemporary urbanism and urban development. Since
July 2008, the Schools of Architecture in Nanjing and Cambridge have conducted world-leading researches
on the digital visualisation and quantitative analysis of urban space and achieved fruitful outcomes. The
establishment of this research platform will expand the research horizon of both partners, further develop
bilateral communications, and promote the advancement of international scholarship. ”
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Dr Jennifer Barnes, Pro-Vice-Chancellor for International Strategy, University of Cambridge

“On behalf of the Vice-Chancellor and scholars of the University of Cambridge, | write to express our
congratulations on this auspicious day. Our friendship and scholarship with Nanjing University has
continued over many decades, and today, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Professor Hans van de Ven,
embodied that partnership, based on scholarship, discovery and most importantly, lasting relations of
mutual respect. Today we honour the creation of the University of Cambridge — Nanjing University Research
Centre on Architecture and Urbanism. We honour the members of the steering group who dedicated their
time and ideas to creating this, including Professor Koen Steemers, Head of the Department of Architecture
at the University of Cambridge, and his distinguished international colleagues. The creation of this platform
has the potential to redefine the way we solve problems and, by integrating advanced design, concepts and
technologies with a fundamental understanding of how human beings desire beauty and harmony in their
surroundings, exemplifies the abilities and values of both universities.”
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Professor Hans van de Ven, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, University of Cambridge

“2012 is an important year: we celebrate the 110* anniversary of Nanjing University and the Centennial
Anniversary of Cambridge’s University Department of Architecture. Rather than resting on our laurels,
however, our aim is to move forward energetically and creatively. China at present is experiencing the most
rapid urbanisation ever experienced in the world, bringing enormous opportunities, but also problems,
ranging from sustainability and affordability to those inherent in creating dynamic, livable, and empowering
communities. This is why Nanjing University and Cambridge University are delighted to be able to announce
inauguration of their joint Research Centre on Architecture and Urbanism. Working together, bringing
expertise from across China and Europe to bear on the issues we face, and drawing on a range of academic
disciplines, the Research Centre will be intellectually exciting but also provide practical solutions to real
world problems.”
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Professor Koen Steemers, Head of the Department of Architecture, University of Cambridge

“This initiative between Nanjing and Cambridge University is a ideal opportunity to cement excellent
relationships in architectural and urban studies. Common challenges of sustainable urbanism and the
development of research that exploits complimentary expertise in visualisation and analysis of cities will
underpin this exciting collaboration.”
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Professor DING Wowo, Dean of the School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Nanjing University
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“Today, either for the urbanising China or for the urbanised Britain, we are facing the common challenges of
how to understand urban environment, how to improve the physical space of our cities, and how to make
them develop in a sustainable way. It is the mission of the 21 century architecture to solve the issue of
living environment for people. International collaboration will provide an ideal condition to fulfil the task.
The University of Cambridge — Nanjing University Research Centre on Architecture and Urbanism was
established against this background. This centre will build upon existing collaborations, relish the
opportunities provided by this platform, and develop successful joint research towards achievements.”
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Dr Frangois Penz, Department of Architecture, University of Cambridge
Director of the University of Cambridge — Nanjing University Research Centre on Architecture and Urbanism

“The University of Cambridge — Nanjing University Research Centre on Architecture and Urbanism is the
natural development of a pioneering research project, NARRASCAPE, a study of Urban Environment as
Narrative System in the UK and China. This was an International Research Network, funded by the UK’s Arts
& Humanities Research Council (AHRC) and which brought both Schools of Architecture in Nanjing and
Cambridge to collaborate closely. It is only fitting that following from this early success our two institutions
wish to strengthen and extend its collaboration and there is no doubt that both Schools will benefit greatly
from each other’s expertise and synergy. Cities have become extraordinary ‘laboratories of change’ and this
platform will not only be an ‘urban observatory’ but an active participant and contributor in the necessary
dialogue about the future of our built environment.”
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The University of Cambridge — Nanjing University Research Centre on Architecture and Urbanism is an international research
platform established upon the bilateral academic cooperation between the School of Architecture and Urban Planning,
Nanjing University, and the Department of Architecture, University of Cambridge for conducting interdisciplinary research on
contemporary architecture and urbanism.
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The University of Cambridge — Nanjing University Research Centre on Architecture and Urbanism is inaugurated on 6 April
2012. The inauguration ceremony is a joint event of the 110t Anniversary Celebrations of Nanjing University (1902-2012) and
the Cambridge Department of Architecture Centenary Celebrations (1912-2012).
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BACKGROUND

Based upon the Memorandum of Understanding between
Nanjing University and the University of Cambridge signed in
May 2010 and upon the agreement to develop collaborative
research and teaching activities in areas relating to
architecture, urban planning and design, and sustainable
development, the School of Architecture and Urban Planning,
Nanjing University, and the Department of Architecture,
University of Cambridge, has decided to launch the University
of Cambridge — Nanjing University Research Centre on
Architecture and Urbanism in order to implement and
promote bilateral and multilateral research and teaching
collaborations. The Centre is located under the School of
Architecture and Urban Planning, Nanjing University.
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FOUNDATIONS

The University of Cambridge — Nanjing University Research
Centre on Architecture and Urbanism intends to conduct
innovative and multidisciplinary research on contemporary
architecture and urbanism. The foundations of our research
collaborations include:

The research expertise on urban morphology and micro-
climate, applications of advanced digital technology, and
flexible housing at the School of Architecture and Urban
Planning, Nanjing University;

The research expertise on built environment,
sustainable design, and visualization of architecture and
urbanism at the Department of Architecture, University
of Cambridge (note: ranked 1%t in the category of
Architecture and Built Environment in RAE 2008);

The continuous and productive bilateral research
collaborations since July 2008.
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R RESEARCH DIRECTIONS

RN il /N3 E S R A Ehe g (X SN S S | The University of Cambridge — Nanjing University Research
DUANHH 5T 7 ] Centre on Architecture and Urbanism focuses on four

research areas:

BT A CRS-S I 0 AT R T

jL) : 1. Digital Urbanism (visualization and descriptive study of
o fEAAAREAR SEFEAART IR TR BRI Ik architecture and urbanism)

ﬁ%#i&ﬁ%%@ ik AT BRI AR s «  Using contemporary technology and digital media to
. EEEESTE fiﬁ/z? MO S v RO, Xk g3 S5 RN observe, describe, analyze, simulate and represent

W T PR ST R AT Fh A A AT 5 urban environment, perception and experience, and

urban conditions;

. Synthesizing quantitative and qualitative methods to
conduct micro- and medium-scale descriptive studies on
architecture and urban environment;
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RESEARCH DIRECTIONS

2. Sustainable Urbanism

. Providing synthetic and diverse approaches to urban
sustainability through architectural researches;

. Re-investigating on an urban scale the existing materials
and techniques, spatial forms, design process, building
life-cycle, and various human factors, to generate new
design ideas and methods;

. Related research topics include: building material reuse,
mixed-use development, adaptable design, walkable
communities, urban agriculture, urban regeneration,
and cultural planning;
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o NHIRTTEXBHATLEA TR, BB A RS X A )& «  Comprehensive study on urban housing, with special
AL wshaU e Mk Ao S IR A concerns on the issues of adaptability, passive energy-

o HHICHFF M. SRS, &8 EE. H4EREE saving, and the regional and social dimensions of
FRAAT T & housing sustainability;

. Related research topics include: affordable housing,
flexible housing, autonomous housing, and mixed-use
development.
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DU, A 3 T 2 AR I A AL B 5 4.  Modernization of Chinese Urban Architecture
o 2045 A BTSN K R AT «  The development and mutations of Chinese urban
o AU EFEMICHI T S, i, W RS AT architecture in the 20t century and today;
SR 22 1 o T e This direction includes related studies in urban history,

geography, morphology and sociology.
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COLLABORATIONS

The University of Cambridge — Nanjing University Research
Centre on Architecture and Urbanism will conduct various
forms of academic and communication activities, intending to
become a research centre of international significance.

1. Bilateral Collaborative Research

The Centre will conduct joint research in the above
mentioned four research direction, and seek research and
network grants from the EPSRC, AHRC of the UK and the NSFC
and SSFC of China.
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=, ZIWEERIT: 2. Multilateral Collaborative Research

AUV AE G EVER I B T2 1 E bR s RS AE Building upon bilateral collaboration, the Centre will

9T, fHRFRMEEE: TREY. o5, by, #hisss formulate a wider international multidisciplinary research
(WAEED network. Related disciplines include engineering, sociology,

history and geography, etc. (see diagram on the right).
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Institute of Advanced Studies in Humanities
and Social Sciences, Nanjing University
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Social Sciences and Humanities Department of School of
(CRASSH) Architecture, Architecture &

University of Urban Planning,
Cambridge Nanjing University

®
SRS ECR SN 3 Sii R fof AR R B TR 22 i 5 2 Bt
Department of Architecture @ @ Faculty of Architecture,
Hong Kong University Delft University of Technology
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School of Architecture @ ® Institute of Culture Technique
University of Liverpool Humboldt University
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Faculty of Architecture @ ® Faculty of Architecture
University of Porto ETH Zurich
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COLLABORATIONS

Collaborative Teaching and Academic Mobility

The Centre supports various forms of collaborative
teaching — inviting teaching staff from the University of
Cambridge to undertake guest-teaching and joint
supervision of Master and Doctoral theses;

The Centre supports short-term visiting students and
scholars between Nanjing University and the University
of Cambridge in areas relating to architecture, urban
planning and design, and sustainable development.

Co-organization of International Academic Events
The Centre supports and hosts jointly organized
international Academic Events (seminars and
conferences) to disseminate research outputs and
achieve wider impacts.
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4930 T35 23U 2L 7 & 1F Workshop-based teaching collaborations, April 6-11, 2009
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PARTICIPANTS OF COLLABORATIVE STUDIO TEACHING

« SIFFRFEFAR
Department of Architecture,
University of Cambridge

Ingrid Schroder, Studio Master
Joris Fach, Studio Master
Julika Gittner, Studio Master
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School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Nanjing / '
University
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SPECIAL THANKS
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Office of International Cooperation and Exchanges, Nanjing University
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International Strategy Office, University of Cambridge
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President’s Office, Nanjing University
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Pro-Vice-Chancellors’ Office, University of Cambridge
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