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A. Overview 
 
This programme provides a list of the lectures and seminars for MAUD and MAUS 
students. It specifies the course requirements in terms of choices and commitments. 
 
Broadly speaking, there are two strands of lectures and seminars: one is social-
political and cultural, the other is concerned with technical studies in architecture and 
the city. The usual course format is a 1.5-2-hour slot per week where some lecturers 
offer a lecture whilst others offer a seminar; or a combination of both. 
 
In addition to the lectures and seminars listed below, there is a number of 
Undergraduate Tripos lectures that are directly relevant to the MAUD and MAUS 
students. The students are strongly advised to discuss with their respective 
Supervisors when designing their lecture timetables, taking due consideration of their 
essay and dissertation topics. It is important that the students find sufficient focus in 
their essays to contribute to the development of their research rather than have their 
time thinly spread among the lectures and seminars. 
 
MICHAELMAS TERM 2018 
 
There are two series of core courses in the Michaelmas Term: 
  

(1) Socio-Politics and Culture of Architecture and the City (Dr Hernández, Dr 
Simcik Arese, Prof Bullock) 
 

(2) Socio-Technical Systems in Architecture and the City (Dr Jin, Dr Bardhan and 
Prof Short) 

 
In parallel to the core lectures above, all students will be attending a Research 
Methods Course which will cover training in generic research methods, GIS and 
other mapping, survey methods, ethnographical research and essay/dissertation 
writing skills. 
 
LENT TERM 2019 
 
There are two series of core courses in the Lent Term: 
  

(1) Socio-Politics and Culture of Architecture and the City (Prof Pullan, Dr Simcik 
Arese, Prof Penz) 
 

(2) Socio-Technical Systems in Architecture and the City (Prof Steemers and Dr 
Lee) 
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B. List of courses 
 

MICHAELMAS TERM 2018 

 
Strand 1:  Socio-Politics and Culture of Architecture and the 
City 
 
Core Lectures:  
 
Socio-Politics and Culture of Architecture and the City 
Prof Nick Bullock, Dr Felipe Hernández and Dr Nick Simcik Arese 
Weeks 1-8, Monday 2-4pm in the Classroom 
 

Strand 2: Socio-Technical Systems in Architecture and the 
City 
 
Core Lecture Courses: 
 

1. Managing urban change 
Dr Ying Jin, Dr Kaveh Jahanshahi, Dr Li Wan and Dr Ronita Bardhan 
Weeks 1-8, Friday 9-11am in the Lecture Room 2 
*NB On Fri 5 Oct (only) lecture will take place in 4A Seminar Room 

 
2. Environmental Design Strategy: Towards a Recovery of Natural 

Environments in Architecture 
Prof Alan Short 
Weeks 1-4, Friday 11am-1pm in Dyson Building, Seminar Room (Ground 
Floor, Department of Engineering) 

 

For both Strands: Research Methods Course 
Weeks 1-8, Tuesday 2-4pm in the Classroom. 
*NB On Tue 13 Nov (only) lecture will take place in Lecture Room 1 
 

NB: 1st Year PhD students may also be attending subject to consent of 
their Supervisors. 
 
This course will cover training in generic research methods, GIS and other mapping, 
survey methods, ethnographical research and essay/dissertation writing skills. In 
addition, clinics for GIS and CAD skills will be organised by the Course Directors 
when such needs arise. This course is compulsory for students in both strands of the 
MPhil. 
 
9 October Introduction to research methods (Dr Felipe Hernández) and UCU / 
  Decolonising Initiative (Giulia Torino) 
 
16 October Academic writing skills 1/2 (Richard Berengarten, 1.5 hs) 
 
23 October Academic writing skills 2/2 (Richard Berengarten, 1.5 hs) 
 
30 October Qualitative mapping (Lefkos Kyriacou, 2 hs) 
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6 November Surveys, interview skills and coding (nVivo) (Dr Anika Nasra Haque 
  and Rihab Khalid, 2 hs) 
 
13 November Ethnography (Dr Nicholas Simcik Arese, 1 hr), Computer   
  Assisted/Aided Qualitative Data Analysis Software (CAQDAS) (Prachi 
  Acharya, 1 hr) 
 
20 November Tools for Building Performance Analysis (IES) (Dr Victoria Lee) 
 
27 November GIS (Steve Denman, 2 hs) 

 
LENT TERM 2019 
 

Strand 1:  Socio-Politics and Culture of Architecture and the 
City 
 
Core Seminars: 
 

1 On the nature of conflict in cities  
[Lecture and Seminar] 
Prof Wendy Pullan 
Weeks 1-4, Monday 2-4pm lecture in the Boardroom 

 
2 Property in Place: Experimenting with the City’s Foundational Boundary 

Lines 
[Lecture and Seminar] 
Dr Nick Simcik Arese 
Weeks 1-4, Tuesday 2-4pm in the Classroom 

 
3 A Cinematic Approach to Everyday Life and Architecture  

[Lecture and Seminar] 
Prof François Penz 
Weeks 1-4, Friday 2-4pm in the Boardroom 

 

Strand 2: Socio-Technical Systems in Architecture and the 
City 
 
Core Seminar Courses: 

 
1. Health and Well-being 

Prof Koen Steemers and Dr Victoria Lee 
Weeks 1-8, Monday 11am-1pm in Classroom 
*NB On Mon 11 Mar (only) lecture will take place in the Boardroom 
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C. Course Outlines 
 

MICHAELMAS TERM 2018 
 

Strand 1: Socio-Political Studies in Architecture and the City 
 
Core Seminar Course: 
 

1. Studies in the Socio-Politics of Architecture and the City 
Professor Nick Bullock (Weeks 1-3), Dr Felipe Hernández (Weeks 4-6) and 
Dr Nick Simcik Arese (Weeks 7-8) 

 
Course Outline 
 
This course offers an introduction to some of the major debates in urban studies 
today, exploring different perspectives on the socio-political and cultural role of 
architecture and urbanism. We explore the major socio-political and spatial 
transformations that shaped metropolitan cities in the twentieth century. With a focus 
on the period following World War II and following a broad chronological framework, 
this course traces the rise and fall of modernist planning and architecture, the welfare 
state and the advent of neo-liberal urbanism. 
 
We will engage with current thinking, but equally draws on important twentieth-
century texts that continue to influence discourses about the city today. The course 
introduces perspectives from a wide range of disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences, including anthropology, geography and philosophy – always with a view to 
how they help us address the contemporary challenges of the City.  
 
The purpose of the lectures is to reconnect text with context.  By returning to the 
circumstances that gave rise to the text, and by reviewing the priorities and policies 
of the moment in the particular city, the course aims to provide both a historical 
understanding of the opportunities and challenges facing cities at the time and, by 
keying text to context, to promote a reading of the text enriched by an understanding 
of its relevance. In revising theories and histories about the evolution of the modern 
city since the nineteenth century, throughout the twentieth, and also its current urban 
conditions and architectural characteristics –in Europe and North America, as much 
as in Asia, South-East Asia, Latin America and Africa– this course exceeds the 
margins of a dominant western theory in order to study the development of cities 
worldwide.  
 
The discussion-based seminars engage with close readings of a selection of relevant 
texts and occasionally films. Readings and written reading responses have to be 
done in advance of the lecture every week. 
 
Seminar Titles: 
 
Week 1. War and the Legitimation of Planning: Plans for London 1940-1951 
Week 2. Lefebvre and the Modernisation of Paris and its Region 
Week 3. Berlin and the Search for a New Ways to Transform the City 
Week 4. Twentieth-Century Theory and the Study of Cities 
Week 5. The African Urban Post-Colony 
Week 6. Deconolising Latin American Modern Cities 
Week 7. The Expert and Territory: Structure and Power in the City 
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Week 8. The Encroacher and the Field: Agency and Getting-By in the City 
 
Core Bibliography 
 
Weeks 1-3 – Modernising the European City post World War II (Professor Nick 
Bullock) 
 
This set of three lectures and related classes explores the changing role of the state 
in shaping European cities by looking at three critical moments between WWII and 
start of the 1980s.   
 
The first session considers the reconstruction years that run from 1942-54 and will 
focus on London.  The war years saw widespread expectations across Europe that 
reconstruction would lead to a new and fairer social order and a general recognition 
that rebuilding society and its physical fabric could only be undertaken by the state 
working in the interest of the many.  During the war reformers of all kinds pressed the 
case for a major extension of the power of the state to address the pre-war failings of 
British cities by drawing up radical plans for reconstruction and the construction of 
housing.  The post-war housing programme and the passing of the Town and 
Country Planning Act in 1947 represent achievements as important for the success 
of Britain’s new Welfare State as the creation of the National Health Service or the 
provision of universal secondary education.  
 
The second session sets developments in Paris in the 1960s in the context of 
Europe’s economic boom years.  By the mid 1950s reconstruction gave way to a 
period of economic growth and rising prosperity across Europe making it possible to 
embark on programmes of modernisation that did much to transform existing cities.  
But as wartime solidarities and the ideals of shared endeavour faded and politics 
shifted to the Right, many on the Left questioned whether the new order served the 
interests of the many or the few.  In the 1960s plans for modernising Paris were 
linked to the government’s programme of ‘Modernisation’ and to de Gaulle’s 
ambition, following the Treaty of Rome in 1957, to make Paris the ‘capital of Europe’.  
In a city controlled by the Gaullists, the Left who had initially pressed for better 
housing became increasingly critical of what it saw as the state’s transformation of 
traditional working class districts and the relocation of those re-housed to the 
suburbs. 
 
The third session explores alternatives to the established pattern of urban 
development and slum clearance that emerged in areas of Berlin in the late 1960s 
and 70s.  As Europe faced the difficulties that followed the oil crisis of 1973, the 
slowing economy and the growing pace of deindustrialisation, there was a loss of 
faith in the social-democratic consensus that had dominated European thinking since 
the early 1950s.  One response taken by those inclined to the Right was to press for 
restriction on the role of the state and deregulation the economy in the belief that 
market forces, once ‘liberated’, would establish a new ‘natural’ equilibrium.  The 
result in terms of urban development was the belief, as in London’s Docklands, that 
the state should retreat leaving regeneration of the area in the hands of a 
development corporation that prided itself on having no plan and allowing those like 
Olympia and Yorke who wanted to build Canary Wharf to build what they thought the 
‘market’ would bear.  However, another response, rooted in anarchist and co-
operative traditions, was to reject plans imposed ‘top-down’ by a state, accused of 
being too close to capital, and to argue that the needs of the city and its 
neighbourhoods should be addressed by the community and those with an 
understanding of local needs and problems.  In Berlin, protests against slum-
clearance and squatting in housing scheduled for demolition led, after extended 
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negotiations between activists and city officials and the gradual development of a 
form of locally-led urban regeneration supported by the city that avoided wholesale 
demolition while retaining but modernising areas in districts like Kreuzberg and 
Wedding. 
 
In addition to charting the changing relationship between the state and the city, one 
of the subsidiary purpose of these lectures is to provide an understanding of the 
historical context that gives rise to key texts like Henri Lefebvre’s Right to the City 
reconnecting the texts with the context that gave rise to them.  By returning to the 
circumstances in which the text was produced and by reviewing the priorities and 
policies of the moment in the particular city, the course aims to provide both a 
historical understanding of the opportunities and challenges facing cities at the time 
and, by keying text to context, to promote a reading of the text enriched by an 
understanding of its then relevance. 
 
Week 1. War and the Legitimation of Planning: Plans for London 1940-1951 
(Professor Nick Bullock) 
 

Goldfinger, E and Carter, E.J.. 

   The County of London Plan, Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1945 

 

Addison, P. The Road to 1945, British Politics and the Second World War, 

London, Jonathon Cape, 1975, Chapter  

 

Tubbs, R. Living in Cities, Harmondsworth, Penguin, 1942 

 

Titmus, R.  Problems of Social Policy, HMSO, 1950, Chapter 14 

 
Week 2. Lefebvre and the Modernisation of Paris and its Region (Professor 
Nick Bullock) 
 

Cupers, K. The Social Project, Housing Postwar France, Minneapolis, 

University of Minnesota Press, 2014, pp.3-55 

Lefebvre, H. ‘The Right to the City’, in Kofman, E. and Lebas, E. Writings 

on Cities, Henri Lefebvre, Oxford, Blackwell, 1996, pp.147-59 

 

Wakeman, R. Heroic City, Paris 1945-58, Chicago, University of Chicago 

Press, 2009, chapter 1 
 
Week 3. Berlin and the Search for a New Ways to Transform the City (Professor 
Nick Bullock) 

 

Bausenator Berlin Urban Renewal Berlin, Experience, Examples, Prospect, 

Berlin, Senat Berlin,  pp.45-72 

 

IBA Internationale Bauaustellung Berlin 1987, Project Report, 

Berlin, IBA, 1987, pp.290-398 
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Koopmans, R. Democracy from below, new social movements and the 

political system in West Germany, San Francisco, Westview 

Press, 1995, pp.157-79 

 

Ward, C. Housing: an anarchist approach, London, Freedom Press, 1976, 

pp.7-34 

 
Week 4. Twentieth-Century Theory and the Study of Cities (Dr Felipe 
Hernández) 
 
Sartre, J. P. (2003[1961]) ‘Preface’ in Fanon, F. The Wretched of the Earth. London: 
Penguin Book, 7-26 
 
Bhabha, H (2009) ‘Signs taken for Wonders: Questions of Ambivalence and Authority 
under a Tree Outside Delhi, May 1817, in The Location of Culture. London: 
Routledge, 145-174 
 
Quijano, A (2008) ‘Coloniality of Power, Eurocentrism and Latin America’, in Moraña, 
M., E. Dussel and C. A. Jauregui (eds), Coloniality at Large: Latin America and the 
Postcolonial Debate. Durham – London: Duke University Press, 181-224 
 
Additional Reading 
 
Benjamin, W. (1999) ‘The Task of the Translator’, in Illuminations. London: Pimlico, 
70-82 
 
Bhabha, H. (1994) ‘Of Mimicry and Man: The Ambivalence of Colonial Discourse’, in 
The Location of Culture. London: Routledge, 121-31 
 
Butler, J. (1990) Gender Trouble. London: Routledge 
 
Derrida, J. (1968) ‘Differance’. Chicago: Northwestern University Press 
 
Fanon, F. (2003[1961]) The Wretched of the Earth. London: Penguin Book, 7-26 
 
Week 5. The African Urban Post-Colony (Dr Felipe Hernández) 
 
Mbembe, A. (2001) On the Postcolony. Berkeley – Los Angeles – London: California 
University Press. Chapter 3: ‘The Aesthetics of Vulgarity’, 102-140 
 
Pieterse, E (2011) ‘Grasping the unknowable: coming to grips with African 
urbanisms’ in Social Dynamics: A Journal of African Studies, Vol. 37, No. 1 
* Simone, A. (2001) ‘On the Worlding of African Cities’, in African Studies Review, 
Vol. 44, No. 2, 15-41 
 
Additional Reading 
 
Beeckmans, L. and M. C, Matos (eds) (2010) OASE 82: L’Afrique c’set Chic: 
Architecture and Planning in Africa 1950-1970. Rotterdam: NAi Publicheirs 
 
Çelik, Z (1997) Urban forms and colonial confrontations: Algiers under French Rule. 
Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press 
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Demissie, F (ed) (2012) Colonial architecture and urbanism in Africa: intertwined and 
contested histories. Farnham, Surrey, UK, England; Burlington, VT: Ashgate 
 
Week 6. Deconolising Latin American Modern Cities (Dr Felipe Hernández) 
 
Caldeira, T. (2015) ‘Social Movements, Cultural Production, and Protests São 
Paulo’s Shifting Political Landscape’, in Current Anthropology, Vol. 56, Supplement 
11, 245-267 
 
Holston, J. (2009) ‘Insurgent Citizenship in an Era of Global Urban Peripheries’, in 
City and Society, Vol. 21, Issue 2, 245–267 
 
Robinson, J and A. Roy (2015) Debate on Global Urbanisms and the Nature of 
Urban Theory, in the International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 181-186 
 
Brenner, N. and C. Schmid (2015) ‘Towards and New Epistemology of the Urban?’, 
in City, Vol. 19 Issue 2, 151-182  
 
Additional Reading 
 
Rama, A. (1996) The Lettered City. J.C. Chasteen (trans.). Durham: Duke University 
Press 
 
Castro-Gomez, S. (2008) ‘Post-Coloniality for Dummies: Latin American 
Perspectives on Modernity, Coloniality and the Geopolitics of Knowledge’, in Moraña, 
M., E. Dussel and C. A. Jauregui (eds), Coloniality at Large: Latin America and the 
Postcolonial Debate. Durham – London: Duke University Press, 259-285 
 
Hernández, F., P. Kellett. ‘Introduction: Reimagining the Informal in Latin America’, in 
Hernández, F., P. Kellett and L. Allen (eds) (2012). Rethinking the Informal City: 
Critical Perspectives from Latin America. Paperback edition. Oxford – New York: 
Berghahn Books, 1- 20 
 
Week 7. The Expert and Territory: Structure and Power in the City (Dr Nick 
Simcik Arese) 
 
Required 
 
Holston, James. (1989). “Premises and Paradoxes” (only 1.2 The Idea of Brasilia and 
1.3 The Instruments of Change), “Blueprint Utopia” (only 2.1 Brasilia’s Pedigree, read 
rest if time), and “The Brazilianization of Brasilia” in The Modernist City: An 
Anthropological Critique. Chicago University Press 
 
Mitchell, Timothy. (2002). “The Object of Development” (pp209-243) in Rule of 
Experts: Egypt, Techno-Politics, Modernity. Berkeley CA: University of California 
Press 
 
Ghertner, D. Asher. (2011). Rule by Aesthetics: World-Class City Making in Delhi. In 
A. Roy & A. Ong (Eds.), Worlding Cities: Asian Experiments and the Art of Being 
Global (pp. 279–306). Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell 
 
Reference 
 
Borges, Jorge Luis. (1975) A Universal History of Infamy (N. T. de Giovanni, Trans.). 
London: Penguin Books 
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Elden, Stuart. (2013). The Birth of Territory. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Foucault, Michel. (2007). Security, Territory, Population: Lectures at the College De 
France, 1977-78. New York: Palgrave Macmillan 
 
Ghertner, D. Asher. (2015). Rule by Aesthetics: World-Class City Making in Delhi. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press 
 
Holston, James. (2008). Insurgent Citizenship: Disjunctions of Democracy and 
Modernity in Brazil. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press 
 
Mitchell, Timothy, (1988). Colonizing Egypt. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Osborne, Thomas, & Rose, Nikolas. (1999). Governing Cities: Notes on the 
Spatialisation of Virtue. Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, 17(6), 737 
– 760 
 
Scott, James. (1998). Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the 
Human Condition Have Failed. New Haven CN: Yale University Press 
 
Simcik Arese, Nicholas. (2018). Seeing Like a City-State: Behavioural Planning and 
Governance in Egypt’s First Affordable Gated Community. International Journal of 
Urban and Regional Research, 42(3), 461–482 
 
Sundaram, Ravi. (2010). Pirate Modernity: Delhi’s Media Urbanism. New York: 
Routledge 
 
Week 8. The Encroacher and the Field: Agency and Getting-By in the City (Dr 
Nick Simcik Arese) 
 
Required 
 
Appadurai, Arjun (2001). Deep Democracy: Urban Governmentality and the Horizon 
of Politics. Environment and Urbanization, 14(1), 23–43 
 

Bayat, Asef (2012). Politics in the City‐Inside‐Out. City & Society, 24(2), 110–128. 

Law, Lisa (2001). Home Cooking: Filipino Women and Geographies of the Senses in 
Hong Kong. Ecumene, 8(3) 
 
Simone, AbdouMaliq. (2008). The Politics of the Possible: Making Urban Life in 
Phnom Penh. Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography, 29(2), 186–204 
 
Reference 
 
Appadurai, Arjun (2013). The Future as Cultural Fact: Essays on the Global 
Condition. New York 
 
Bayat, Asef (2010). Life as Politics: How Ordinary People Change the Middle East. 
Stanford CA: Stanford University Press 
 
Bourdieu, Pierre (1984). Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste. 
London: Routledge 
 
Calvino, Italo (1974). Invisible Cities. (W. Weaver, Trans.). New York: Harcourt, Inc. 
Elyachar, Julia (2011). The Political Economy of Movement and Gesture in Cairo. 
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, N.S.(17), 82–99 
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Jeffrey, Craig (2010). Timepass: Youth, Class, and the Politics of Waiting in India. 
Stanford CA: Stanford University Press 
 
Simcik Arese, Nicholas. (2018). Urbanism as Craft: Practicing Informality and 
Property in Cairo’s Gated Suburbs, from Theft to Virtue. Annals of the American 
Association of Geographers, 108(3), 620–637 
 
Simone, AbdouMaliq. (2004). People as Infrastructure: Intersecting Fragments in 
Johannesburg. Public Culture, 16(3), 407–442 
 
Sopranzetti, Claudio. (2018). Owners of the Map: Motorcycle Taxi Drivers, Mobility, 
and Politics in Bangkok. Berkeley: University of California Press 
 
Yeoh, Brenda S. A., & Huang, Shirlena. (1998). Negotiating Public Space: Strategies 
and Styles of Migrant Female Domestic Workers in Singapore. Urban Studies, 35(3), 
583–602 

 
Strand 2: Socio-Technical Systems in Architecture and the 
City 
 
Core Lecture Courses: 
 

1. Managing urban change 
Dr Ying Jin, Dr Kaveh Jahanshahi, Dr Li Wan (Weeks 1-4) and Dr Ronita 
Bardhan (Weeks 5-8) 
Friday 9-11am in the Lecture Room 2 
*NB On Fri 5 Oct (only) lecture will take place in 4A Seminar Room 
 

Course Outline 
 
This course is an introduction to the management of urban change through physical 
planning and urban design, particularly regarding theories and methods for 
anticipating foreseeable trends (e.g. population aging at a global scale) and allowing 
for major uncertainties (e.g. future energy sources and prices). I will focus on aspects 
closely related to economics and engineering in order to address issues concerning 
investment, regulation, delivery and monitoring of on-going performance. 
 
We start with the forces of agglomeration which attract today’s new businesses and 
young people towards some (though not all) dense urban areas, and consider how to 
harness the forces in order to create better cities, and avoid becoming victims in the 
process of tempestuous restructuring in the city regions.  We then examine an 
increasingly important theme of technological uncertainty in the built environment, 
and analyse ways to factor in the possibilities of new technology in managing urban 
travel and building energy. This is followed by two introductory sessions on two 
important analytical methods in studying the built environment, where the lecturers 
address the most common methodological errors, as well as showing best practice. 
 
The emphasis of the seminars is to help students develop their own ways to identify 
and investigate project opportunities in their academic and professional work. 
 
Weeks 1-4: Dr Ying Jin, Dr Kaveh Jahanshahi and Dr Li Wan 
 
Week 1. A spikier world: why do ICT champions congregate in dense cities? (Dr Ying 
Jin) 



 

Page 13 of 29 
 

Week 2. The value of keeping options open with managing urban travel and building 
energy 
(Dr Ying Jin) 
Week 3. An introduction to the use of regression models in studying the built 
environment  
(Dr Kaveh Jahanshahi) 
Week 4. An introduction to the use of discrete choice models in studying land use 
and transport choices (Dr Li Wan) 
 
Bibliography 
 
Batty, M (2005). Cities and Complexity.  The MIT Press, Cambridge, Mass. 
de Neufville, R and S Scholtes (2011).  Flexibility in Engineering Design. The MIT 
Press, Cambridge, Mass 
 
DECC (2010).  2050 Pathway Analysis.  See  
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20121217150421/http://decc.gov.uk/en/co
ntent/cms/tackling/2050/2050.aspx. ** 
 
Boarnet, MG and R Crane (2001). Travel by Design. Oxford University Press, New 
York 
 
Fawcett, W, M Hughes, H Krieg, S Albrecht, and A Vennström (2012), Flexible 
strategies for long-term sustainability under uncertainty. Building Research & 
Information 40, 545-557 
 
Girouard, M (1985).  Cities and People. Yale University Press, New Haven 
 
Glaeser, EL (2008). Cities, Agglomeration and Spatial Equilibrium. Oxford University 
Press, Oxford 
 
Gordon, I, (2008). Density and the built environment, Energy Policy, Vol 36, 4652–
4656.** 
 
Hall, P and C Ward (2014). Sociable Cities: The 21st-Century Reinvention of the 
Garden City.  Routledge, Abingdon, Oxon 
 
Hamilton-Baillie (2008).  Shared space: reconciling people, places and traffic.  Built 
Environment, Vol 34, pp161-181.** 
 
Headicar, P (2009).  Transport Policy and Planning in Britain.  Routledge, Abingdon, 
Oxon 
 
Howard, E (1898).  Garden Cities of Tomorrow. (Use the 1965 Edition with preface 
by FJ Osborn and introduction by Lewis Mumford, The MIT Press, Cambridge, Mass) 
 
Jackson, KT (1985).  Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States.  
Oxford University Press, New York 
 
Jin, Y, MH Echenique and AJ Hargreaves (2013).  A recursive spatial equilibrium 
model for planning large-scale urban change. Environment and Planning B: Planning 
and Design, Vol 40: pp1027-1050 (doi:10.1068/b39134) 
 
Li, LM, AJ Dray-Novey & H Kong (2008). Beijing.  Palgrave Macmillan, New York. 
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MacKay, D (2008). Sustainable Energy – without the hot air; downloadable from 
http://www.withouthotair.com/download.html 
 
Train, K (2009).  Discrete Choice Methods with Simulation.  Cambridge University 
Press, Cambridge 
 
Wu, L (1999).  Rehabilitating the Old City of Beijing.  University of British Columbia 
Press, Vancouver 
 
Weeks 5-8: Dr Ronita Bardhan 

 
The lectures will focus on the informality in developing countries from policy to 
design and will broadly cover: 
 
Week 5. Evolution of informality and its dichotomy 
Week 6. Design considerations 
Week 7. Occupant health and comfort 
Week 8. Social theory and practices 

 
This course will look at the concepts, theory and practice of informal 
settlements in developing countries. It will make a call for making responsible 
actions to address the urban challenges of the developing world, by 
recognizing that the socio-cultural and socio-economic context of informal 
settlements, coupled with intuitive design and policy planning, which can 
support efficient use of resources for achieving quality of life. This course 
argues that to foster sustainability in developing country cities, rethinking the 
architecture of informal settlements is a key. 
 
Building from fundamental principles, which can guide engineering practice, 
and using mega-cities like Mumbai in India as a context for the design and 
management of infrastructure, this course will explore the strategies and 
tactics for delivering liveable and resilient cities of the future. The course will 
focus on the aspects such as socio-cultural, economic, behavioural practices 
and performance indicators in the informal settlements so as aid process-
driven pathways for developing and delivering sustainable habitat guidelines. 
This will include an exploration of governmental policies, housing layouts and 
their performance and social theories The broader aim of this course is to 
provide a holistic approach towards development of informal settlements 
through a top-down approach involving policymakers, occupants, designers 
and social scientists. 
 
Objectives: 
 

 To understand the evolution of informal settlements in developing 
countries with a policy perspective. 

 To explore the building design considerations for the success of 
informal settlements with a special focus on socio-cultural-economic 
and physical constructs. 

 To investigate the direct and indirect effects of subject settlements on 
occupants’ health and comfort. 

http://www.withouthotair.com/download.html
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 To appreciate the role of underlying social theories and behavioural 
practices prevalent in such communities. 

 
Content: 
 
Evolution of informality and its dichotomy: Discussion on the historical 
prospects of informal settlements, its various definitions, nature, character and 
the causes of growth of such settlements in developing countries like India. 
Linking the issues of housing, affordability and informal settlements at global 
and national levels and their impact on policy variables. An in-depth review of 
the various policies of housing and informal settlements to find the missing 
link in the planning process and provide suggestive measures for further 
planning. Understanding the impact of informal settlements in country’s 
economic and social growth and the need for efficient redevelopment policies. 
 
Design considerations: Overview of the existing redevelopment planning 
options and housing layouts available for the case of Mumbai, India and. 
Identification of the physical and socio-cultural constructs which affect the 
design considerations of informal housing. Early-stage design decisions for 
redevelopment of informal settlements through exploration of optimal 
design configurations including spatial and temporal thermal heterogeneity. 
Investigating the influence of socio-architectural and geometric parameters on 
housing layouts. 
 
Occupant health and comfort: Linking informal housing design with 
occupant’s health and comfort through exploratory studies on thermal comfort, 
energy use and indoor environmental quality. Discussion on the current 
condition occupant’s w.r.t health, well-being and productivity and the major 
challenges associated. Understanding the sensitivity of building design 
parameters such as orientation, daylight, ventilation, construction materials 
etc. in improving comfort and well-being of the occupants. 
 
Social Theory and Practices: A discussion on the socio-cultural-economic 
forces behind the existence of informal settlements and the role of factors 
such as age, gender, education, income. Understanding the social theories 
prevalent in such communities and the factors affecting the behavioural 
practices of occupants. Special focus on the gendered perspective and 
inclusion of women in design and energy use. Incorporating gender equality 
through a conceptual framework for addressing the dis-juncture between the 
occupant realities and the policy objectives. 
 
Bibliography 
 
Bardhan R., Debnath R., Malik J., Sarkar A.; (2018) Low-income housing 
layouts under socio-architectural complexities: A parametric study for 
sustainable slum rehabilitation; Sustainable Cities and Society,Volume 41, 
August 2018, Pages 126–138 
 
Bardhan R., Debnath R., Jana A., Norford L; (2018) Investigating the 
association of healthcare-seeking behavior with the freshness of indoor 
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spaces in low-income tenement housing in Mumbai; Habitat International 71 
(December), 156–168 
 
Nutkiewicz A., Jain R., & Bardhan R.; (2018) Energy modeling of urban 
informal settlement redevelopment: Exploring design parameters for optimal 
thermal comfort in Dharavi, Mumbai, India; Applied Energy 231 (December), 
433-445 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apenergy.2018.09.002 
 
Haque A., Sunikka-Blank M., Lemanski C., Bardhan R., Choudhury R., & 
Prabhu J. (2018) Gender and household energy: female participation in 
designing domestic energy in India’s slum rehabilitation housing, RGS-IBG 
Annual International Conference 2018, Cardiff University, 28-31 August, 2018 
 
Debnath R., Bardhan R., Banerjee R, (2017) ‘Taming the killer in the kitchen: 
mitigating household air pollution from solid-fuel cooking through built-
environment’, Clean Technologies and Environment Policies. doi: 
10.1007/s10098-016-1251-7 
 
Debnath R., Bardhan R., Jain R., (2017) A data-driven and simulation 
approach for understanding thermal performance of slum redevelopment in 
Mumbai, India, IBPSA, Aug 7-9, 2017 San Fransisco, USA 
 
Bardhan R., Debnath R., (2016) Towards daylight inclusive bye-law: Daylight 
as an energy saving route for affordable housing in India, Energy for 
Sustainable Development. Vol-34, October.pp 1-
9.doi:10.1016/j.esd.2016.06.005 
 
Debnath R., Bardhan R., Banerjee R, (2016) ‘Investigating the age of air in 
rural Indian kitchens for sustainable built environment design’, Journal of 
Building Engineering; doi:10.1016/j.jobe.2016.07.011 
 
Debnath R., Bardhan R., Jain R. K, (2016) A data driven-design framework for 
urban slum housing: Case of Mumbai, BuildSys ’16, November 16-17, 2016, 
Palo Alto, CA, USA ACM. http://dx.doi.org/10.1145/2993422.2996406 
 

2. Environmental Design Strategy: Towards a Recovery of Natural 
Environments in Architecture 
Prof Alan Short 
Weeks 1-4, Friday 11am-1pm in Dyson Building, Seminar Room (Ground 
Floor, Department of Engineering) 

 
This course of lectures addresses a conundrum of profound and far-reaching 
importance in contemporary Architecture: 
 

‘Buildings urgently need to become more resilient to a changing 
climate whilst using very much less energy, but since the mid 
Twentieth Century designers have made less and less resilient 
buildings, more and more dependent on energy intensive 
artificial environments’. 

 
The majority of recent buildings, however audacious their form, broadly conform to a 
standardized pattern: framed and highly glazed with substantial service voids, lined 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apenergy.2018.09.002
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in lightweight materials, piping conditioned air and refrigerant. What are the 
implications of this formula in regions where the environment is predicted to warm? 
Can it be adapted to acquire greater resilience to a more volatile climate? Can we fix 
the conundrum by attaching renewable energy technologies and other devices to 
these ‘business as usual’ types? Perhaps we can. Huge investment is underway in 
this belief. These are important questions you will certainly confront in your written 
and design work and this series is intended to assist you in developing an informed 
response. 
 
The opening talk will briefly review recent work in Cambridge on climate change. 
Through the lectures we will consider the potential impacts on buildings and their 
occupants across a number of climate types, defined in no small way by the criteria 
set by various national and international authorities for ‘comfort’ and their 
unintended consequences. We will take a keen interest in the various criteria. We will 
fundamentally question the recipes for the principle non-domestic building types 
which have emerged over the last 60 years or so. Are they fit for purpose? The 
evolution of the contemporary building type is an extremely complicated history of 
interwoven themes and accidental conjunctions. Giedion, Fitch, Banham and others 
have attempted partial commentaries but there is clearly much more to rediscover. 
How did we get to where we are today? 
 
We will examine these challenges by investigating alternative environmental 
design strategies for various, largely non-domestic, public building types in various 
climates around the globe: libraries, buildings for industry, learning and teaching, 
research, political reflection, health and the Arts, in Mediterranean and Temperate 
climates, and Temperate climates intensified by the Urban Heat Island phenomenon, 
Tropical and Continental climates. As climates shift, designers in Temperate zones 
should benefit from experiences in Mediterranean climates and so on. 
 
Each lecture will be centred around the findings of a major funded research project. 
The journal papers and associated publications, including film arising from the work 
are included in the bibliography for each talk. In many cases we will review built 
buildings with innovative environmental design strategies. We will reprise the 
circumstances of their invention within the particular situation and environment and 
the criteria against which they were required to perform. They attempt to break out of 
the mould, for better or worse. We will review their actual recorded performance. The 
post-occupancy reports, peer–reviewed, are candid about their successes and 
failures. Through this we will develop a sense of how to evolve an authentic 
environmental design strategy and how difficult it seems to be. Perhaps this is why 
most buildings are essentially similar. It should become clear that there are very 
considerable inventive opportunities for a new generation of designers in what is very 
much an emerging field. 
 
We will be weary of the environmental determinism that has dogged ‘sustainable 
architecture’, the relentless south facing terraces, the igloos and termite mounds. We 
will be aware of the dynamic nature of the phenomena we are interested in and the 
opportunity to respond through Architectural configuration and detail in a 
fundamental and perhaps quite unprecedented way. Maybe a new Architecture will 
emerge. 
 
The description for each lecture and the reading lists are available on Moodle. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.vle.cam.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=101242
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LENT TERM 2019 

 
Strand 1:  Socio-Political Studies in Architecture and the City 
 
Core Seminars: 
 

1 On the nature of conflict in cities  
[Lecture and Seminar] 
Prof Wendy Pullan 
Weeks 1-4, Monday 2-4pm lecture in the Boardroom 

 

In many cities today conflict is regarded as being pervasive, manifested in 
various forms including: ethno-national, religious, racial, economic and class. 
Cities are rooted on the fault lines of civilisations, traditionally where diverse 
groups met and now continue to meet. Whilst this fundamental condition has 
caused strife it has also contributed to the richness of urban life, resulting in 
urban institutions for governance, trade, justice, and culture. Thus, we may 
ask, to what extent is conflict part of the urban condition, and what role does it 
play, if any, in making a just city? How is it manifested in urban and 
architectural terms and how does this link to social and political conditions? 
And what happens to cities that have perpetual, high levels of conflict? This 
seminar will explore these questions in history, philosophy, architecture and 
the urban fabric. Each session will consist of a lecture and a seminar 
discussion. 
 
Seminars: 
 
Week 1. The spatial politics of urban conflict 
Week 2. Modes of conflict: territory, space, mobility, frontiers 
Week 3. Urban agonistes 
Week 4. Urban conflict and the just city     
 

Selected Bibliography 
 
Amin, Ash, 2008. ‘Collective culture and urban public space’, City, 12.1, 5-24. 
 
Anderson, James and Liam O’Dowd, 1999. ‘Borders, Border Regions and 
Territoriality: Contradictory Meanings, Changing Significance’, Regional 
Studies, 33.7, 593-604. 
 
Arendt, Hannah, 1998. The Human Condition, 2nd ed., Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, first pub 1958) 
 
Arendt, Hannah, 1970. On Violence, Orlando, et al: Harvest Book. 
 
Bollens, Scott, 2000. On Narrow Ground. Urban Policy and Ethnic Conflict in 
Jerusalem and Belfast, Albany: State University of New York Press. 
 
Brown, Wendy, 2011. Walled States, Waning Sovereignty, New York: Zone 
Books. 
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Conflict in Cities (2012), Briefing Papers 1-10, 
http://www.urbanconflicts.arct.cam.ac.uk/publications/copy_of_briefing-papers 
 
Connolly, William E., 1991. Identity/Difference: Democratic Negotiations of 
Political Paradox, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 
 
Coward, Martin, 2009. Urbicide. The Politics of Urban Destruction, London 
and New York: Routledge. 
 
Dubbini, Rachele, 2010. ‘Agones on the Greek Agora between ritual and 
spectacle. Some examples from the Peloponnese’, in Body, Performance, 
Agency and Experience, vol. 2, eds., Angelos Chaniotis, Leopold Silke, et al, 
Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 157-81. 
 
Dundes, Alan and Alessandro Falassi, 1975. La terra in piazza: An 
interpretation of the Palio of Siena, Berkeley: University of California Press. 
 
Gadamer, Hans-Georg, 1992. ‘What is Practice? The Conditions of Social 
Reason’, in Reason in the Age of Science, tr., F. G Lawrence, Cambridge MA 
and London: MIT Press, 69-87. 
 
Graham, Stephen, ed., 2004. Cities, War, and Terrorism. Towards an Urban 
Geopolitics, Blackwell, Oxford. 
 
Hirst, Paul, 2005. Space and Power. Politics, War and Architecture, 
Cambridge and Malden, MA: Polity Press. 
 
Marcuse, Peter and Ronald van Kempen, eds., 2002.  Of States and Cities. 
The Partitioning of Urban Space. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Massey, Doreen, 2011. For Space, Los Angeles, et al: Sage. 
 
Mouffe, Chantal, 2000. The Democratic Paradox, London Verso. 
Mouffe, Chantal, 2005. On the Political. London and New York: Routledge. 
 
Mouffe, Chantal and Markus Miessen, 2012. The Space of Agonism, Berlin: 
Sternberg Press. 
 
Nietzsche, Friedrich, 1994. ‘Homer on Competition’, in On the Genealogy of 
Morality, ed., K. Ansell-Pearson, tr., C. Diethe, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 187-94. 
 
Nightingale, Carl H, 2012. Segregation. A Global History of Divided Cities. 
Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press. 
 
North, Douglass C., John Joseph Wallis, Barry R Weingast, 2009. Violence 
and Social Orders. A conceptual framework for interpreting recorded human 
history. Cambridge, et al: Cambridge University Press. 
 

http://www.urbanconflicts.arct.cam.ac.uk/publications/copy_of_briefing-papers
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O’Dowd, Liam, 2010. ‘From a “borderless world” to a “world of borders”: 
“bringing history back in”’, Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, 
28.6, 1031-50 
 
Pullan, Wendy, 2011. ‘Frontier urbanism: The periphery at the centre of 
contested cities ’, The Journal of Architecture, 16.1, 15-35.  
 
Pullan, Wendy, 2013. ‘Conflict’s Tools. Borders, boundaries and mobility in 
Jerusalem’s spatial structures’, Mobilities 8.1, 125-47. 
 
Pullan, Wendy, 2015. ‘Agon in urban conflict: some possibilities’ in, 
Phenomenologies of the City. Studies in the History and Philosophy of 
Architecture, eds. Max Sternberg and Henriette Steiner, Aldershot: Ashgate. 
 
Pullan, Wendy, 2019 ‘Justice as the Urban Everyday’, in Towards a 
Philosophy of the City: Interdisciplinary and Transcultural Perspectives, eds. 
Keith Jacobs and Jeff Malpas (New York: Rowman & Littlefield International, 
forthcoming). 
 
Pullan, Wendy, 2019. ‘The Conditions of Urbicide’, in Urbicide and Post-war 
Reconstruction: Iraq, Syria, Palestine, Yemen, eds., Timothy Harrison and 
Salma Samar Damluji, London and New York: IB Tauris, forthcoming. 
 
Pullan, Wendy and Britt Baillie, eds., 2013. Locating Urban Conflicts: 
Ethnicity, Nationalism, Everyday Life, Basingstoke and New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan. 
 
Sassen, Saskia, 2006. Territory, Authority, Rights: From Medieval to Global 
Assemblages Princeton, NJ and Oxford: Princeton University Press. 
 
Sibley, David, 1988. ‘The purification of space’ Environment and Planning D: 
Society and Space, 6, 409-21. 
 
Tully, James, 1999. ‘The agonic freedom of citizens’, Economy and Society, 
28/2.  
 
Varshney, Ashutosh, 2002. Ethnic Conflict and Civic Life. Hindus and Muslims 
in India, New Haven and London: Yale University Press. 
 
Virilio, Paul, 2012. Lost dimension, tr. D. Moshenberg, Los Angeles: 
Semiotext(e). 
 
Wenman, Mark, 2013. Agonistic Democracy. Constituent Power in the Era of 
Globalisation, Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 21 of 29 
 

2 Property in Place: Experimenting with the City’s Foundational Boundary 
Lines 
[Lecture and Seminar] 
Dr Nick Simcik Arese 
Weeks 1-4, Tuesday 2-4pm in the Classroom 

 
 

“‘Visibility runs through property law as perhaps no other legal area’’ (Carol 
Rose in “Property and Persuasion”) 
 
What is property? Where does it come from? What should it be? What if I told 
you that no one really knows. There is a vast gap between the fact that no 
anthropologist, property theorist, jurist, or philosopher has a clear, single 
answer to these questions and the fact that much of our everyday social and 
political life deeply depends on a presumed clarity over what counts as mine 
or yours. This gap in our relationship to property, between an ambiguous 
reality and solid belief can be the source of confusion, as well as 
manipulation, extraction, or opportunity. Efforts to bridge this gap in the 
language of the law (property as a grouping of multiple rights, for example) 
remain metaphorical, and therefore still cannot be separated from creative 
interpretation, for better or for worse. 
 
In this class we employ a mode of reading the city where property over land 
and the built environment – property in place – is a foundational determinant 
of collective social, economic, cultural, and political life. More than just 
structuring the physical layout of the city and ‘locking in’ plans for generations 
(or placing them in the hands of developers), citizens regularly frame their 
relationship to their own bodies, to other bodies, and to community, whether 
at the scale of city-block or the state, through the lens of property and its 
ascribed privileges. Understanding the inner workings of property in the city is 
therefore not only central to a reading of how power and capital circulate in 
the built environment – often fracturing space sharply along the lines of race, 
class, ethnicity, or gender. It can be critical for framing new modes of 
gathering, community consolidating, resource sharing, eviction resisting, or 
commons–building. This is especially so when one considers the breadth of 
legal perspectives, practices, and cultures globally, as well as the fact that, 
from an ethnographic perspective, people imbue the physical world with moral 
attachment in countless new ways everyday.  
 
Over four lecture-seminars, we will introduce a range of literatures on property 
in the city to unpack, first, ways of understanding property in place, second, 
how certain property norms are unevenly applied, and, third, the variety of 
efforts to think about and tool with property imaginatively. Literatures cross 
Global North and South, as well as philosophical, legal, ethnographic, and 
applied domains. Of particular interest, then, is exploration of the rich 
possibilities that lie between property as a “sole and despotic dominion which 
one man claims and exercises over the external things of the world” 
(Blackstone, 1766) and property as a totally open-ended commons, both of 
which remain mythical. Overall, we ask: how do property norms create the 
conditions of possibility for certain architectures? How can we experiment with 
this relationship?  
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Note on format 
The course will be organized as a combination of lectures and seminars. In 
the fourth session, I will ask students to read a series of comparative 
examples and to apply the gathered theories to their own case studies. 
 
Reading selections subject to change. Please check Moodle for updated 
syllabus. 
 
Week 1. Property Theory and the Self: Unpacking Metaphors and the 
“Bundle of Sticks” 
 
Required 
 
Blomley, Nicholas (2004). “Welcome to Hotel California” in Unsettling the City: 
Urban Land and the Politics of Property. New York: Routledge 
 
Macpherson, C. B. (1978). “The Meaning of Property.” In C. B. Macpherson 
(Ed.), Property, Mainstream and Critical Positions (pp. 1–14). Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press 
 
Rose, Carol (1994). “Seeing Property” in Property and Persuasion: Essays on 
the History. Theory, and Rhetoric of Ownership. Oxford: Westview Press 
 
Reference 
 
Blomley, Nicholas (2007). Making Private Property: Enclosure, Common Right 
and the Work of Hedges. Rural History, 18(1) 
 
Di Robilant, Anna (2013). Property: A Bundle of Sticks or a Tree? Vanderbilt 
Law Review, 66(3), 869–932 
 
Ewick, Patricia, & Silbey, Susan S. (1998). The Common Place of the Law: 
Stories from Everyday Life. Chicago: Chicago University Press 
 
Graeber, David (2013). It is value that brings universes into being. HAU: 
Journal of Ethnographic Theory, 3(2), 219–43 
 
Honoré, Tony (1987). “Ownership” and “Property, Title, and Redistribution” in 
Making Law Bind: Essays Legal and Philosophical. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press 
 
McPherson, C. B. (1964, 2010 edition). The Political Theory of Possessive 
Individualism: Hobbes to Locke. Oxford: Oxford University Press  
 
Rose, Carol (2007). The Moral Subject of Property. William and Mary Law 
Review, 48(5), 1897–1926 
 
Singer, Joseph W. (2000). Entitlement: The Paradoxes of Property. New 
Haven CN: Yale University Press 
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Week 2. The Foundational Boundary: Performance, Culture, and Legal 
Geography 
 
Required 
 
Blomley, Nicholas (2007). The Borrowed View: Privacy, Propriety, and the 
Entanglements of Property. Law & Social Inquiry, 30, 617–661 
 
Pérez, Federico (2016). Excavating Legal Landscapes: Juridical Archaeology 
and the Politics of Bureaucratic Materiality in Bogotá, Colombia. Cultural 
Anthropology, 31(2), 215–243 
 
Valverde, Mariana (2011). Seeing Like a City: The Dialectic of Modern and 
Premodern Ways of Seeing in Urban Governance. Law and Society Review, 
45(2), 277–312 
 
Reference 
 
Bennett, Luke, & Layard, Antonia (2015). Legal Geography: Becoming Spatial 
Detectives. Geography Compass 
 
Blomley, Nicholas (2008). Enclosure, Common Right and the Property of the 
Poor. Social & Legal Studies, 17(3), 311–331 
 
Desmond, Matthew (2016). Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American city. 
New York: Crown Publishing Group 
 
Ghertner, D. A. (2012). Nuisance Talk and the Propriety of Property: Middle 
Class Discourses of a Slum-Free Delhi. Antipode, 44(4), 1161–1187 
 
Jacobs, Harvey M., & Paulsen, Kurt (2009). Property Rights: The Neglected 
Theme of 20th-Century American Planning. Journal of the American Planning 
Association, 75(2), 134–143 
 
Mitchell, Don, & Staeheli, Lynn A. (2005). Turning Social Relations into 
Space: Property, Law and the Plaza of Santa Fe, New Mexico. Landscape 
Research, 30(3), 361–378 
 
Perin, Constance. 1977. Everything in Its Place: Social Order and Land Use in 
America. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press 
 
Week 3. A Global Enclosures Movement? Land, Pluralism, and 
Development 
 
Required 
 
Ghertner, D. Asher (2008). Analysis of New Legal Discourse behind Delhi’s 
Slum Demolitions. Economic and Political Weekly, 43(20), 59–66 
 



 

Page 24 of 29 
 

Perlman, Janice E. (2003). Marginality: From Myth to Reality in the Favelas of 
Rio de Janeiro, 1969-2002. In A. Roy & N. AlSayyad (Eds.), Urban Informality: 
Transnational Perspectives from the Middle East, South Asia and Latin 
America (pp. 105–146). Lanham MD: Lexington Books 
 
Roy, Ananya (2007). Urban Informality: Toward an Epistemology of Planning. 
Journal of the American Planning Association, 71(2), 147–158 
 
Varley, Ann (2017). Property titles and the urban poor: from informality to 
displacement? Planning Theory and Practice, 18(3), 385–404 
 
Reference 
 
de Soto, Hernando (2003). The Mystery of Capital: Why Capitalism Triumphs 
in the West and Fails Everywhere Else. New York: Basic Books 
 
Denis, Éric (2012). The Commodification of the Ashwa’iyyat: Urban Land, 
Housing Market Unification, and de Soto's Interventions in Egypt. In M. 
Ababsa, B. Dupret, & E. Denis (Eds.), Popular Housing and Urban Land 
Tenure in the Middle East: Case Studies from Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, 
and Turkey (pp. 227–258). Cairo: American University in Cairo Press 
 
Durand-Lasserve, Alain & Royston, Lauren (Eds.). (2002). Holding Their 
Ground: Secure Land Tenure for the Urban Poor in Developing Countries. 
London: Earthscan 
 
Fernandes, Eedesio, & Varley, Ann Eds. (1998). Illegal Cities: Law and Urban 
Change in Developing Countries. London: Zed Books 
 
Gilbert, Alan. (2002). On the Mystery of Capital and the Myths of Hernando de 
Soto: What Difference Does Legal Title Make? International Development 
Planning Review, 24(1), 1–19 
 
Home, Robert (2004). Outside de Soto’s bell jar: Colonial/postcolonial land 
law and the exclusion of the peri- urban poor. In R. Home & H. Lim (Eds.), 
Demystifying the mystery of capital: Land tenure and poverty in Africa and the 
Caribbean (pp. 11–30). London: Glasshouse Press 
 
Week 4. Experiments: Beyond The Single Owner Model 
 
Required 
 
Fennell, Lee Anne (2009). Commons, Anticommons, Semicommons. John M. 
Olin Law & Economics Working Paper No. 457. University of Chicago. 
Weizman, Eyal (2007). excerpts from Hallow Land: Israel’s Architecture of 
Occupation. London: Verso. 
 
Workshop: Split Readings and students present with comparison to a case-
study 
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Costa Vargas, João.H. (2006) When a Favela Dared to Become a Gated 
Condominium: The Politics of Race and Urban Space in Rio de Janeiro. Latin 
American Perspectives 33.4, 49–81.  
Po, Lanchih (2011). Property Rights Reforms and Changing Grassroots 
Governance in Chinaʼs Urban-Rural Peripheries: The Case of Changing 
District in Beijing. Urban Studies, 43(3): 509–528 
 
Roy, Ananya (2003). Paradigms Of Propertied Citizenship: Transnational 
Techniques of Analysis. Urban Affairs Review, 38(4), 463–491 
 
Simcik Arese, Nicholas (2018). Urbanism as Craft: Practicing Informality and 
Property in Cairo’s Gated Suburbs, from Theft to Virtue. Annals of the 
American Association of Geographers, 108(3), 620–637 
 
Reference 
 
Cheng, Furui. (2016). Cooperative Society and Basic Income: A Case from 
China. Basic Income Earth Network. November 10. (Online: 
http://basicincome.org/news/2016/11/cooperative-society- basic income-
case-china/) 
 
Corr, Andrew (1999). No Trespassing: Squatting, Rent Strikes, and Land 
Struggles Worldwide. Cambridge MA: South End Press 
 
de Souza, Flavio A. M. (2001). The Future of Informal Settlements: Lessons in 
the Legalization of Disputed Urban Land in Recife, Brazil. Geoforum, 32, 483–
492 
 
Ellickson, Robert. C. (1998). New Institutions for Old Neighborhoods. Duke 
Law Journal, 48(75), 75–110 
 
Davis, John E. (Ed.). (2010). The Community Land Trust Reader. Cambridge 
MA: Lincoln Institute of Land Policy 
 
Fennell, Lee Anne (2009). The Unbounded Home: Property Values Beyond 
Property Lines. New Haven CN: Yale University Press 
 
Heller, Michael. A. (1998). The Tragedy of the Anticommons: Property in the 
Transition from Marx to Markets. Harvard Law Review, 111(3), 621–688 
 
Ho, Peter (2001). Who Owns China’s Land? Policies, Property Rights and 
Deliberate Institutional Ambiguity. The China Quarterly, 166(June), 387–414 
 
Kretzmann, John P., & McKnight, John L. (1993). Building Communities from 
the Inside Out: A Path Toward Finding and Mobilizing a Community’s Assets. 
Evanston, IL: Institute for Policy Research 
 
Samper, Jota (2011). Granting of land tenure in Medellin, Colombia’s informal 
settlements: Is legalization the best alternative in a landscape of violence? 
Informal Research ISR (Online: 

http://basicincome.org/news/2016/11/cooperative-society-%20basic%09income-case-china/
http://basicincome.org/news/2016/11/cooperative-society-%20basic%09income-case-china/
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http://informalsettlements.blogspot.com/2011/01/v-
behaviorurldefaultvmlo.html) 
 
Scholz, Trebor., & Schneider, Nathan (Eds.). (2016). Ours to Hack and Own: 
The Rise of Platform Cooperativism, A New Vision for the Future of Work and 
a Fairer Internet. New York: OR Books 
 
Smith, Henry E. (2000). Semicommon Property Rights and Scattering in Open 
Fields. The Journal of Legal Studies, 29(1), 131–169 
 
Stark, David. (1996). Recombinant Property in East European Capitalism. 
American Journal of Sociology, 101(4), 993–1027 
 
Ward, Peter M. (1999). Colonias and public policy in Texas and Mexico: 
urbanization by stealth. University of Texas Press 
 
UK Labour Party, (2017) Alternative Models of Ownership. Report to the 
Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer and Shadow Secretary of State for 
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy. (Online: https://labour.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/Alternative-Models-of-Ownership.pdf) 
 

3 A Cinematic Approach to Everyday Life and Architecture  
[Lecture and Seminar] 
Prof François Penz 
Weeks 1-4, Friday 2-4pm in the Boardroom 

 

Seminar 1 and Seminar 2 aim to provide an overview of A Cinematic 

approach to everyday life and architecture. It is an approach that provides a 

new awareness of the practice of everyday life through the medium of film. 

The everyday life is one the hardest thing to uncover since by its very nature it 

remains overlooked and ignored – it is at once baffling and self evident. In 

other words when it comes to everyday life and everyday environment we 

suffer from a form of double blindness. On the other hand, cinema has over 

the last 120 years represented, expressed, characterized, interpreted and 

portrayed hundreds of thousands of buildings. Film constitutes the most 

comprehensive lived in building data in existence – a largely ignored and 

untapped resource. Films are ‘equipment for living’ and understanding 

everyday life and architecture – they provide an accelerated education in lived 

situations. They have created a comprehensive encyclopedia of architectural 

spaces and building elements that are explored in Seminar 1 and Seminar 2. 

 

Seminar 3 and Seminar 4 review the aims and objectives of the 

CineMuseSpace research project 

[https://www.cinemusespace.arct.cam.ac.uk] – a project which  generates a 

novel understanding of deeply rooted societal differences between East and 

West – mainly concentrating on Europe/USA versus China/Japan -  in the 

usage of architecture, experience of space and everyday activities within the 

http://informalsettlements.blogspot.com/2011/01/v-behaviorurldefaultvmlo.html
http://informalsettlements.blogspot.com/2011/01/v-behaviorurldefaultvmlo.html
https://labour.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Alternative-Models-of-Ownership.pdf
https://labour.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Alternative-Models-of-Ownership.pdf
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home by unlocking culturally significant architectural records folded away in 

the film medium with a view to identifying directions for the idiomatic local 

development of culturally rooted architectural design. 

 

Seminars: 

 

Week 1. The Case for Everydayness  

Week 2. An Architectonic of Cinema  

Week 3. A cinematic musée imaginaire of spatial cultural differences [Part 1]   

Week 4. A cinematic musée imaginaire of spatial cultural differences [Part 2]   

 

Bibliography: 

 
de Certeau Michel The Practice of Everyday Life by [2011 - Originally 
published: 1984] 
 
Lefebvre, Henri Critique of Everyday Life [The One-Volume Edition Paperback 
May 2014 - a new edition of his three volumes - Originally published: vol 1: 
1947, vol 2: 1961, vol 3: 1981] 
 
Penz, François (2017) Cinematic Aided Design: An Everyday Life Approach to 
Architecture. Routledge 
 
Perec, Georges Species of spaces and other pieces [London: Penguin, 2008 - 
Originally published: 1974] 
 
Lichtenstein, C. & Schregenberger, T. (2001) As Found: The Discovery of the 
Ordinary British Architecture and Art of the 1950s: Independent Group and 
New Brutalism. Lars Muller Publishers 
 
Sheringham, Michael (2006) Everyday life: theories and practices from 
surrealism to the Present (OUP) 
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Strand 2:  Socio-Technical Systems in Architecture and the 
City 
 
Core Seminar Courses 
 
1. Health and Well-being  
Prof Koen Steemers and Dr Victoria Lee 
 
We spend around 90% of our time indoors. The environmental conditions inside and 
around the places where we live, work, and play contribute directly to our quality of 
life. Taking a human-centric approach to architecture and urban design, this seminar 
looks at the effects – both negative and positive – that the built environment has on 
our health, wellbeing, and performance. To enhance human wellbeing, building and 
urban design needs to move beyond optimising single parameters such as energy or 
temperature, to more holistic approaches that take their cues in health-supporting 
human behaviours. Research into the role of environment on human health and 
wellbeing is necessarily an interdisciplinary approach. This seminar will provide a 
survey of some of the relevant fields, including public health, ergonomics, and 
psychology alongside architectural design and urban planning. We will also discuss 
how the goal of maintaining a comfortable and healthy indoor environment relates to 
a building’s energy use and other issues of sustainability. 
 
Lecture List: 
 
1. Introduction to health and wellbeing theory and practice 
2. Effects of the thermal environment 
3. Effects of the luminous and acoustic environments 
4. Indoor air quality (IAQ) and issues of moisture 
5. Perception, expectations, and behaviours 
6. Health and wellbeing in the larger built environment 
7. Vulnerable population and special environments 
8. Living with climate change – healthy AND sustainable buildings 
 
Key References 
 
Barton, H. et al (eds). (2015). The Routledge Handbook of Planning for Health and 
Well-Being 
 
Bluyssen, P. (2013). The Healthy Indoor Environment. Abingdon: Routledge 
 
Huppert, F., & So, T. (2013). Flourishing across Europe: Application of a new 
conceptional framework for defining well-being. Social Indicators Research, 837–861 
 
Aked, J., Thompson, S., Marks, N., & Cordon, C. (2008). Five ways to well-being: 
The evidence. London: New Economics Foundation 
 
The WELL Building Standard™. https://v2.wellcertified.com/v2.1/en/overview 
 
Optional Reading 
 
Steemers, K. (2015). Architecture for Well-being and Health, 
http://thedaylightsite.com/architecture-for-well-being-and-health 
 

https://v2.wellcertified.com/v2.1/en/overview
http://thedaylightsite.com/architecture-for-well-being-and-health
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Anderson, J., Ruggeri, K., Steemers, K., & Huppert, F. (2017). Lively Social Space, 
Well-Being 
Activity, and Urban Design: Findings From a Low-Cost Community-Led Public Space 
Intervention. Environment and Behavior, 49(6), 685-716. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0013916516659108 
 
Lee, W. V., & Steemers, K. (2017). Exposure duration in overheating assessments: a 
retrofit modelling study. Building Research and Information, 45(1-2), 60-82. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09613218.2017.1252614 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0013916516659108
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09613218.2017.1252614

