Private Residence

Conversion of a 1970s catalogue house, Wiesbaden-Bierstadt/Germany, 2012-14
Erected in 1971, this catalogue house was originally designed for two single-child families. When purchased by the clients in 2012 it did not comply with the energy saving act (EnEV), the top floor flat hadn’t been inhabited for some time and the internal and external timber frame walls on that level were contaminated with Formaldehyde.
With exceptionally high land prices in Bierstadt, suburbanised in 1928 and strategically located just outside Wiesbaden proper, the budget left over for bringing this house back to standards was limited to 280'000 Euros. A significant portion of this money had to be secured for a new façade system including triple-glazed windows, new roof cladding and the replacement of most domestic services. The latter included the exchange of the oil heating system by gas incl. disposal of the tank, rewiring, new kitchen and bathrooms. The remaining money was invested in quality products and finishes as well as a few strategic interventions in line with the 1970s aesthetics of the house.
The main architectural moves were: the opening of three rooms into a continuous reception area, the relocation of the main entrance from the rear to the side and the insertion of long garden views across the ground floor. The former entrance door was replaced by a clear double door to the back garden. This move upgraded the former entrance lobby to a central hall, which enables views from the living room and the kitchen to the surrounding garden. 
The dining room window was replaced by a double door to the terrace, which, in the course of the redesign of the garden, will be covered and clad in timber decking. The glass bricks on the upper floor were replaced by clear windows.   
The spacious and airy reception area provides space for dining and living, with a smaller intimate room with stove and TV. The three rooms can be separated by double doors. 
Typical for that time, the house was constructed in blockwork with precast concrete T-joists & block filler slabs. Upstairs between the gables the house was built as timber frame structure with narrow timber trusses supporting the roof. 
The timber frame structure had to be completely stripped due to the contaminated chipboard and mineral wool in both external walls and partitions. The boards were replaced by OSB and taped along all joints for vapour proofing. The new stairway window at the rear reveals the timber construction upstairs. 
All external walls were clad with a 140mm insulated render system, interrupted by high-quality timber-aluminium windows and doors. The grey-beige colour and the deep distinctive horizontal brush finish of the mineral render are in stark contrast to the smoothed plaster inside.  

The dominant colour inside is white. Used for walls, windows and internal doors it is contrasted by the dark smoked oak parquet in the living area and the dark grey rubber flooring in the kitchen, corridor and hall. Glazed timber doors offer long views across the ground floor into the surrounding garden.  
The bathroom on the upper floor was extended to match the demands of the family of four, and the one on the ground floor split into a small bathroom with shower and adjacent study/guest room.
The project was designed, cost-estimated, specified, tendered, negotiated and contracted by Studio Becher, London. A local architect was commissioned shortly before signing the building contract and coordinated the construction site. The London office of Studio Becher remained lead designer during the construction phase, visiting the site on a monthly basis. The house meets KfW Efficiency House standard.
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